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RTA Members Blitz Capitol Hill In Support Of Freight Rail Industry
Representatives from the nation’s freight
railroads, labor groups, rail suppliers, and
state and local officials joined for the annual
Railroad Day On Capitol Hill event on
March 3.
The event gave them the opportunity to
discuss with legislators the need to preserve
the current regulatory framework that has
allowed the railroad industry to invest billions of dollars into the nation’s rail infrastructure.
These groups urged Congress to continue supporting policies that encourage
the freight rail industry to deliver safe, reliable and efficient service so that American
businesses can successfully compete in the
global marketplace.
“Americans whose livelihoods depend
on a healthy rail industry want Congress
to know that freight rail is working for our
country, and carrying the investment load
so taxpayers don’t have to,” said Edward R.
Hamberger, CEO of the Association
of American Railroads. “Freight rail is
the backbone of our nation’s economy,
and we need to maintain policies that keep
that possible.”
Advocates for freight rail met with legislators to discuss how rail differs from other
modes of surface transportation, most notably that freight rail invests private capital—
more than $24 billion this year alone—in
its own infrastructure, while other modes
of transportation rely heavily on taxpayer
subsidies. When government budgets are

tight, rail advocates asserted, it is important
to support policies that will encourage railroads to continue private investment.
“As the economy grows and American
businesses and manufacturing expand,
freight rail continues to deliver for the
nation,” Hamberger added. “In addition to
investing billions into our physical network,
the freight rail industry will be hiring thousands of new employees this year. We want
to thank all the representatives, suppliers,
advocates and government officials who
came to Capitol Hill to tell their story
Jim Gauntt with 45G sponsor Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)
about how freight rail has improved
their lives.”
The annual Railroad
Day on Capitol Hill
event is also at the
foundation of communicating the importance of extending the
45G railroad tax credit,
said Linda Bauer Darr,
executive director of
Brad Crawford of NS greets
Adam Nordstrom briefs 530+
the American Short
Brett Guthrie (R-KY).
Day on the Hill attendees.
Line and Regional Railroad Association
(ASLRRA).
“Extending the 45G tax credit is critical
to our industry’s ability to serve our customers well and safely,” she said. “Making it
permanent would help to build an environment of certainty around rail investment that
would be transformative for our industry.”
Railroad Day participants also discussed
Jim Gauntt with one of the delegations
meeting with John Lewis (D-GA), center.
the need to reject potentially dangerous and 

TUFF-TIE™ IS LIVING UP TO ITS PROMISE!

Tuff Tie™ was an early leader in borate pre-treated ties, and recent
results from the railroads show that these ties are living up to their
promise of greater strength and longevity. Today our Tuff Tie™
business with the Class 1 railroads is steadily growing.
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to the
30th Annual Tie Grading Seminar
Register now for the 30th Annual Tie Grading Seminar
August 2-4 at the Stella-Jones plant in Bangor, Wis.

register
today!
rta.org

Hotel: Best Western Riverfront Hotel, La Crosse, Wis.
Make tracks to the most intensive crosstie information event of
the year. Enjoy three full days of important education PLUS video
interactive sessions:
• See at a glance ties that will last and those that won’t
• Gain insights from professors, railroaders, foresters, wood
preservers and sawmillers
• Tour a tie-producing plant
• Join lectures and discussions, including our popular Species
Identification and Crosstie Grading Derby
• Bonus session: Railroading Engineering Principles Used to
Develop Tie Specs
• Learn species ID, defect inspections, specs and grades storage,
seasoning and handling

FREE INTERACTIVE CD-ROM
TO ALL ATTENDEES “CROSSTIE VISUAL GUIDE AND SELF-EVALUATION”
ALSO, VISIT RTA.ORG TO VIEW THE VIDEO ABOUT THE RTA TIE-GRADING SEMINAR.
© 2016 Railway Tie Association
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unfair proposals to increase the truck size
and weight allowances. Allowing heavier
and larger trucks, rail advocates maintain,
will increase the damage big trucks cause
to the nation’s roads and highways while
diverting freight traffic from the selfsustaining railroads. The price tag for repairing this damage is shouldered by taxpayers.
Rail advocates will make the case for the
trucking industry, not general revenue funds,
to pay for the wear and tear caused by
their trucks.
“All of these efforts help railroads
maintain and improve their ability to serve
America’s increasing freight transportation
needs,” said RTA Executive Director Jim
Gauntt. “Going forward, we hope to make
45G permanent so we can work on more
surface transportation issues that will
improve the health of the nation’s rail
industry.” 

NRC-sponsored Day on the Hill dinner.

350 meetings were held throughout the day.

Clockwise, Ed Hamberger of AAR, Jerry Vest
of Genesee & Wyoming, Ed McKechnie of
Watco Companies and Keith Hartwell (retiring)
of Chambers, Conlon and Hartwell speak at
the ASLRRA dinner following Day on the Hill.
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